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CHIDSSISESTISISEIDSEED 


TO 
ALL THE COMMONERS 
OF BXGLAXD. 


N all the dealings of God with the ſons of 
Þ men,when judgement and righteouſnes is not 
executed between -man and man, God then 
ST5W brings one puniſhment or other upon the 
Land, that makes inquiſition for blood that hath heen 
{pilt, wrongs that hath been done, wickedneſfe that hath 


been aced by unrighteous men. = 
But yctthe end of Gods dealing thus with his crea- 


tures is love, as In Fer. 30» I7, 18. a reftoring of health, Pad 
an healing of wounds : though Ephraim is ſmitten. yet F-41!, 
Ephraim 1s loved, he is a dear fon, a tender childe, there R [3 | 1 
health inthe latter end. dan; as wif 
W hoſoever looks upon theſe times outwardly, may Iii 
ſce a poore diſtreſſed Kingdom, groaning under the hea= þ Fl | 


vie burdens, that lye upon it : and whoſoever: looks be- 

yond the outward flate of the Kingdome , may ſee love, ha 

peace, and joy, ſpread into the hearts of creatures, diſcaz if 

vered ta ſeyerall (yet) glorious adminiſtrations. {8 4 (4 
Theoccaſion'of bondages,troubles,that hath been,and 

yet is, in this Nation, makes the members of this Nation 

toenquire for Freedome; to ſearch and fift out the root, 


' ind foundations of bondages, of all ſorts, ſome after this 
manner, ſome after that, as hath been evidently ſeen, in Wo! 
the Petitions of many well afteRted people of Ereland, $150 
which have ben preſented to the Parliament at ſundrie 


times. A 2 Among 


Among the reſt, I my ſelf defired to know the fours 

dation of. ome bondages, that have inflaved the Nation 
for-almoſt this ſix-hundred yeers ; and by Providence [ 
found ſome recorded in Records, which I nov commend 
to the conſideretion of all hone(t hearted people, leſt any 


ſhould fay, I ſpeak againſt the perſons of men: I defire =. 


them ro underſtand, that I ſpeak againſt the pradtile of 
men which is deſtru&ive to the wel being of the Nation, 
be they Nationor perſon whatſocver, it matters not to 
me, for.honeſty in a Turk, or Jew, Heathen, orPagan, is 
as good, as honeſty in thoſe that are called Chriſtans: I 
could wiſh, that the nature of Chriſtianity was more 
looked- upon, and the name of Chriſtianity lefſe Tooked 
upon ; for.it is the cunning ſlezght of the Man of finto 
make people think themſelves happy, as havingthe name 
of Chriſtians, without looking any futther unto the na- 
rure of Cheifttanitie: I am not ignorant how people have 
becn looked*rpon as bearing the name of SeFarzes, or 
Judependents, and ſo for Presbyterians, or Epiſcepall, the 
envy of the name in one anothers hearts, hath bred abun- 
dance of heart-burnivgs. one toward another ; My advice 
therefore .is to all, to let names fall, let honeſty and god- 
lincſſe be imbraced tn any man;and ler oppreſlion, Arbi- 
trary power, and cruelty be tooked upon in- any , as de- 
Airugiveto the well being of the Nation : if we do ſo,we 
ſhall look upon things as being a&ed in the center of 
them, and {© eftcemed. I leave this following Diſcourſe, 
to allmen to be looked upon by the eye of equity , and 
remain, an | 


A lever of Freedome. 


SAPBE chef peap ery 
EET SETTER ets 


Notthereſ pecting of perſons who» 


foever, bur in loveto my Countrey, for Liberty, 


and Freedme ; and a hating of 1yranny, Arbitrary 
Power, and Cruelty : I begin this enſuing Diſcourſe. 


<> N the making of way to this enſuing Diſcourſe, it 
9X, is requiſite to ſhew;for ſatisfation to them that 
JIE ſhall read this Diſcourſe, the party, by whom the 
AL) ECB bondages of this Land camein, not in any way of 
= WE dilgrace tO his perſon, but rather to diſcover the 
as that he did, which roſe from his oppreſſing minde and will. 


And ficſtof the Perſon. 


In the lives of the three Norman Kings of Englatid, in pag. I. 
there is a relation of #;//;am the Conquerers birth, which is ex- 
prefied.in theſe words. | 


Robert Dake of Normandy, the fixth in diſcene frgm Rollo, 


” 


riding through Fallzs a Town in Norniandy, __ certain Dams , 


ſels dancing near the way, among whom ke fixed his eye upon 
a certain Damſell, whoſe name was Arlote; of mean parentage, 


a Skiners daughter,whom heprocured that night to be broughe. 


unto him, of whom he begat a Son, who afcerward was named 


William : By this relation it appears, that #;#: the Conquerer. 


was baſe ſon of Robert Duke of Normandy, as may more fully 
appear, in the Summary of .Englifh Chronicles, in pag-37. Fil 
liem Dake of Normandy, ſurnamed Conguerer, baſe Son of Ro- 
bert che ſixth, Dake of that Dutchie. Bur left any ſhould think, 
that TI make this diſcoverieon purpoſe to diſgrace the Conguerer, 
Ifay Ido nor, for I ſay no more then what Chronicles dotelti- 


. fieof him. 


Secondly, a baſtard ſomerime hath . been an Inſtrument of 
deliverance to the people of God, as Fephthab, Judg. 11. 29. The 
Spiritof the Lord came pon Jephthah; ver. 32. the Lord. delivered. 
his Enemies into bis hand :{0 that God made uſe of Fephthah to 
work deliverance. | Thixdly, 


4 - << 1 PuSrs 
__ q CA __ > 4, 254 7 474 LIP - a 
«S a - A > "Fe. 
SR ES 5 hy %; ; = 4" : LAI, <p 
_—TT IL wie: tk ah. bs. -39>=.218 a _ - 
D . : EI -— : 
” wad. v'C Fes = e 4 - on 
” a . $64 gi IIS 3» A $0} 6 . - So-4 L094 - Roan && Soho - + gs 
Tp $64 >.” Is « I _ be” LAI ayers wu as 7 oi n_— ans SES tn _ _ 6 deg 
** 7 x R 46 _ v - —v=PY : — 
-_- 
— = _—_— 


A Proſpe#:ve Glaſſe for England. 
Thirdly, a baſtards not tobeblamedy as being-a baſtard, 
fr it is the parents, not the*childe that muit be blamed, or ſha- 
med. I ſhall ſay ns more, touching #7//;am the Conquerers 
birth, and reaſons, why Ido think-that Y:!/;ams perſon is nor 
ro bedeſpif.d of any, as beinga* baſe fon to Robert Duke of 
Normandy : but proceed farther to ikew. by what means he 
came to be crowned King of EnglandtIn the Summary of Engliſh 
Chronicles, in pag: 37. declares unto us, that #/71:;zmthe Con- 
querer cameto beicro Ring-of Expland , by Conqueſt in 
theſe words. | : | 
William Dakeof Normantly, furmamed Conguerer., baſe Son 
co Robert, the fixth, Duke of that Datchie , and Nephew ,unto 
King Edward, b@zan his Reign over this Realm of England, the 
of Qtoberzin the yeer of onr Lord, 1066. afterthe battell 
i Dal ce Wiltham came to London, where with greatjoy 
eyed; both of the Clergy and people; and was pro- 
crowned on Chrittmas day, by Aldred Acch- 


Ti i t- & Lis Hon by all parties, that God gIVes$ the King- 
domsettheSathio whomſoever he will: Dan.4-32.35. So God 


gave all Kingdoms of the Earth unto Nebichagnezzar; bur if 
Nebunbednezzar tyranniſe over the people, then+preat Kings 


Nebiuch 
ſhould ſerve theimfelvesof him: Fer: 25, 13, 14. And ſothough 
Aﬀſfiris did reign, yet itmaſt be brought lowe:Even fo though 
God did gVEthis and inco the hand of /7/1zemthe Conquerer, 
yet he ſetting tipuot fach Laws as tendto thedeftruftion of. the 
poore, it is juſt* wit God to take-the Government out of the 
hands of Ms poſt&i;who uphold, and maintain thoſe Laws 
that wefe UW ve the Commoners of England, 

" BeforeI come to hens 19 - + of wa rs that 
was broyghrypen them by Y/7ill;amthe Conquerer,l ſhall ſpeak 
of ſome WE frLable things of Edward the Confeffor, King of 
England before the Conqueſt ;as I find recorded inthe Aﬀs and 
Monuments of the Church, in pag. 165. rg 

They that write the» Hiftory of St. Edward the Confeflor, 
make mention of a dream, (ot revelation) that ſhould be ſhewed 
unto him in the time of his ficknes : How that becauſe the Peers 
and Biſhops of the Land were not the ſervants of God , but - 

the 


A. Profpeiive Glaſſe for England. '23 
the devil, God would' give this Land intothe hand of other: 5 

and the King deſired that utterance might be given him, thac 

he might deelare it to the people, whereby they mighr repent: 
here note if true, as for my' part I cannot gainſay ir, 'fee the 

mercy. of God roward this Land, as to forewarn them of the 
danger that -{bould come upon them ; which not long after this 

Kings death did come topaſle, when Fibiem the Conquerer 

overcamethis Land.” | | 

This Edn2rd in thatdark age, «made ſuch good and whol- 

ſome Laws,which were ſo juſt, ſoequall,and ſo ſerving thepub- 
lick profit, and: weal of all eſtates;that mine Authors ſay, that 
| people did long rebell againſt their Heads, ( and Rulers )to 
have the fame Laws again, being taken from them , could not 
obtain them. : Fey 4. 

' William the Conquerer, at his:coming in, did fwear to-ufe 
and praCtiſe'the ſame good Laws of Edpard, tor the Common 
Laws of the Realm; afterward being eſtabliſhed in the King= 
- dome, he forſwore hinelf, and placed his own; Laws in their 
room, much more werfe and obſcurer. Alfo this King Edward 
deſeribeth the office of a King, in the As and Monuments of 
the Church, in pa: 166. The King, becauſe he is the Vicarof the 
higheſt King, is appointed for this purpoſe, torule the Earthly 
Kingdom, fo ſet up good and wholſome Laws , ſuch as be ap» 
proved ; ſfuch-as be otherwiſe he ought to. repeal them , and 
thruſt tkem our of his Realm; hc ought todoJuſtice and judge- 
ment in his Kingdom. | SLES 

Three ſervants a King ought to have under him as vaſſals, 
fleſhly luſts, avarice, greediedeſires ; whom if he. keep under 
him, as fervants, he ſhall reign well and honorably in his king= 
dome; But Filiam the Conquerer, omitted theſe Laws, contra- 
ry to his Oath at his Coronation , -inſerting and placing the 
molt part of his Laws in his own language to ſerve his purpoſe; 
and which as-yet to this preſent day, in the ſame Normane 
language do remain.See here by this Declaration the diff-rence 


of the two Kings, Edward making good Laws, and William 


changing of them, contrary to his oath at his Coronation, ma» 
king Laws at his own pleaſure, deltruRive to the peoples good 
and freedame. 


King 
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4 A Proſpeiue Glaſſe for England. 
King Edward, ſurnamed Crnfeſſor, for his cxcellent bolineſſe, 
is untill this dayzcalled, Sr. Edward; who fo ſoon as he had got- 


ten his Fathers Kingdom,of his free-will, releaſed the Kingdom 
of 40. thouſand pound, called, Dane gilt, which the Englith 


. people, even from the very beginning of the reign of the Danes 


was compelled to pay to their Kings every yeer; and this did 
King Edward ina yeer when theearth yeelded not her fruit, the 
cribute being gathered by the Trealurers, he commanded that 
the money ſhould bereſtored tothe owners again.Here we may 
ſee, the love that this King had to the SubjeRts, freely forgiving 
them the tribute that they had paycd co other Kings before 
him: and this God, ſaith he, hach choſen, in 7/2. 58. 6. to looſe 
the bands of wickedneſſe, to undo the- heavy burthens, to let 
the oppreſſed go free: this kingly alt of Edward the Confeſſor,may 
ſerve for an example for all Governors to follow. 

Iilliam the Conquerer did contrary to King Edward, for he 
ſought how to inflave the people of England, by making inqui- 
rie what riches the people had, and then to tax them accor- 
dingly, as is dectared in the Summary of Engliſh Chronicles,in 
pag- the 41. King Yam cauſed enquirie to be made, how ma- 
fy acres of ground were ſufficient for one plough by the yeer, 
how many beaſts to thetilling of one hide, how many Cities, 
Caſtles, Farms, Graunges, Towns, Rivers, Marſhes,t#nd woods, 
what rence they payed by yeer , and how many Knights (or 
Souldiers) were in every County of the Realm; all which was 
put in writine, and remaineth at Peſtminſter, in the Kings trea- 
ſarie; afterward he took lix ſhillings of every plough , that is, 
of every hide of Land throughout the Realm; and to this agrees 


the report, in the Hiſtory of the Lives of the 3. Norman Kings. 


of} England, in pag. 98.Williamthe Conquerer, cauſed the Land 
to, be deſcribed, in one generall Roll, ſo that there was not one 
hide of Land, but both the yeerly rent, and the owner thereof 
was therein fet down, how many plough lands, what paſtures, 
ii hat fennes, or marſhes, what woods, Parks, Farms, and tene- 
12cnts was in every Sheere, and what every man was worth; 
all: how many Villens every man had, what beaſt or cattell, 
what fees, what other goods, what rent or commoditie, every 
mans poflcſſions did yeeld : this book was called the Roll of 

| Winten, 
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IWinton, becauſe it was kept in the City of Win:heſter ; by the 
Englith, it was called Doomes-dy bock, either by reaſon ot the 
generalitie thereot, orelſ{e initead of Domus Dei booksfor that ir, 
was layed inthe Charch of P7xcheſter, ia a place called; Domus 
Deiz according to this Roll, Taxations were iinpoſed , ſome- 
times two {hillings, tometimes ſix ſhillings upon every hide of 
Land,throughout the Realm; an hide containing twenty acres, 
belides ordinary proviſion for his houſe: 

One of the puniſhments that was threatned againſt the chil- 
 drenof lirae},was to be given into the hands of thoſe their ene- 
mies whoſe I ongue they could notunderitand. Dext. 28. 49, 50, 
51, 52. who ſhou'd takethe increaſe of the Lani : And ſurely fo 
did V/illiamthe Conquerer ſqueeſe the fat of this Land unto 
himſe'f, from the Commoners of England, as appears by this 
declaration of him. 

In the Aﬀts and Monuments of the Church, in pag; 173-it is 
reported of Hillian the Conquerer, that foraſmuch as he ob- 
tained the Kingdom by force and dent of Sword,he changed the 
wholeſtate of che governance of this Common-wealth ; and to 
this agrees the Hiliory of the Lives of the three Normane Kings 
of England, in pag. 91. Many heavy taxations were impoſed on 
the Engli:h, their ancient Lords were removed, their anciene 
Laws and Pollicics of State were daſhed todaP, all lay conched 
under the Conquerers Sword to be, newly faſhioned by him, as 
ſhonld be belt ficting for his advantage. And in the 86. page of 
the ſame Hiſtory, the Rtouteſt of the Nobility and Gentlemen 
were ſpent cither by war or banifhment, or by voluntary avoid- 
ancegut of the Realm, all theſe he tript of their eſtates, and in» 
lead of them he placed his Normanes , infomuch as icarce any 
family of the Nobilitie of Ezg/and was lefc to bear any office, or 
any authoritie, within the Realm. And fo likewiſe in the A&s 
of the Church, in pa. 173. he gave the N:rmanes the chiefelt poſ- 
{cfſons of the Land; he changed all the Temporail Laws of the 
healm. And ſoin the Summary of Engliſh Chronicles, in p. 41, 
the Normanes accomplithed their pleaſure upon the Engliſt-men, 
that there was r.o Nobleman of that Nation left to bear rule 
over them,lo that it was a reproach to be called an EngliſÞ-may. 

Inthe As and Monuments of the Church, inpag. 173: that 

þ B William 


(4 
y 


s A Proſpetive Glaſſe for England, 


Williamthe Conquerer ordained Laws at his own pleaſure,pro- 
ficable to himfelt, but grievous and hurtfull to the people;abo- 
liſhing the Laws of King Edward the Confeflor, whereunto not- 
withſtanding he was ſworn before to obſerve and maintain, 
And ſo in the Ads of the Church, in pag. 44. he changed all the 
Temporall Laws of the Realm. And (ſo likewiſe again in the 
Aﬀs and Monaments of the Church, in pag. 166. contrary to 
his Oath at his Coronation, he.abolifhed the Laws of Edward 
the Confeſfor, and placed the moſt part of his own Laws in his 
own language to ſerve his purpoſe, which as yet ro this preſent 
day inthe ſame Norm wme language do remain. 

Further, to make the thing in hand clearer, Iſhall ſpeak as ic 
is declared in the Lives of the three Normare Kings of England, 
in pa. 101. William the Conquerer cauſed part of thoſe Laws 
which he eſtabliſhed, to be writren in the Normane language, 
which was a barbarous and broken French, not well undecttood 


of the natural! French, and not at all of the vulgar Exg/iſp, the 


relidue were not written at all, but left almoſt arbitrary, to be 
determined by reaſon and diſcretion atlarge. Hereupon ic tol- 
lowed partly through the ignorance of the people , and partly 
through malice of tome Officers of Juſtice, who many times are 
inſtruments of ſecret and particular ends, that many were ex- 
treamly tangled, many dangered, many rather made away, 
then juſtly executed. And in the 96. pag. of the ſame Hiltory ot 
the Lives of the three Normane Kings of England, William the 


Conquerer, in the beginning of his Reign, ordained that the 


Laws of King Edwardſhould be obſerved , together with other 
Laws that he did preſcribe; but afterward he commanded that 
nine men out of every County ſhould be choſen, to make a true 
report what were the Laws and Cuſtomes of the Realm,of thelc 
he changed the greateſt part, and brought in the cuſtomes of 
Normandy in their ttead, commanding that Cauſes ſhould be 
pleaded, and all matters of form diſpatcht in French.And in the 
Summary of Engliſh Chronicles, in pa.41. there ſprang up wic- 
ked Cuſtomes, the more the people ipake of equity, the more 
wrong was done; the Julticers were authors of all unrighte- 
vuſneſſe. , 


In theſe words theſe things offer themſelyes to conſideration: 
Firits 
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Firſt,that the end of William the Conquerers Laws was for hig 
own profit; and that appears by the way that he took, in ma- 
king cf his Laws in his own language, which was a barbarous 
and broken French, not well underitood of the naturall French, 
and not atall of the yulgar Englifh; ſothat the people of Eng- 
I;nd was under a Law that they underſtood not, which muſt of 
pecefſitie be a ſore and heavie yoke for the people to bear: from 
this //il: the Conquerergaroſe the Law in an unknown tongue, 
which to this day is a bondage to the Engliſh Nation. 

For a Nation to beunder a Law that they know ner, is tobe 
under a curſe: ſo in Dent. 28. 49, 50,5 1. The Lord ſoall bring a Na» 
tion againſt thee as ſwift as the Eagle flyeth, a Nation whoſe tongue thou 
ſhalt not underſtand : A Nation of a fierce countenance, which ſhall not 
regard the perſon of the old, nor ſhew favour to the young. He ſhall eat 
the fruit of thy cattell, the fruit of thy land, untill thox be deſtroyed: All 
theſe things have come upon this Land by the Normares in theſe 
words.In the As of the Churchyhe gave the Normanes the chiefs 
eſt poſſeſſions of the Land, he changed all the Temporall Laws 


of the Realm. 


Secondly, the Laws of Villiam the Conquerer, were, and are 
bondages to the Eng/zſþ Nation ; when as by policie he com 
manded that nine men out of every County ſhonld be choſen, 
to make a true report what were the Laws and cuſtomes of the 
Realm before the Conquelt, and then to change the greateſt 
part, and bring in the cultomes of Normandy in their ſtead,com» 
manding that Cauſes ſhould be pleaded, and all matters of 
form Uiſpatcht in French. | 

By this it is apparent, from whom the pleading of Cauſes by 
Lawyers came up; and ſurely if the thing be well conlidered, it 
is a grievous burden tothe Commoners ot E/and, that muſt 
give away their money to the Lawyers to plead their Cauſes: 


| by this the poore Commoner of England payes dear tor coming 
. by that which is his own, when he hath occaſion to deal with 


the Lawyer; | 
By this pleading of Cauſes by Lawyere, the poore Commos 
ner buyes his Law at a very hi-h and exceflive rate; A pnore 
man may work a quarter or halta yeer, to get as much morey 
aSthe tryall of one Suir at Law will colt, and when the Lawyer 
B 2 hack 
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hath pleaded and gotten the money, the thing 2t lait nwit be 
ended by arbitration. 

I find in ch? way two main things to be anſwered, Thetirit is 
this: From what principall the Lawyers and Counceliors as 
they now ſtand, did riſe. 

To this I anſwer. From an arbitrary power , proficable to 
themſelves, bur grievous and hurrfull tothe people ; Aud it the 
originall of their ſtanding be looked inco, it will fo appear. For 
the Conquerer making fuch Laws, as that the Commoners of 
Englandcould not have the benehir of the Law, but through the 
Normane Lawyers making merchandize of the Law to the peo- 
ple,and io great gains came in to the Lawyer,through this tub- 
tilty, and knowing well chat by that cratr they had their li- 
ving,made Laws that none ſhould be a Lawyer,but he that took 
his degrees at the Univeriitie, or Inns of Court: ſo that ic came 
to a cuſtome, ( and yer is) chat-parents ſer their children to 
School to ſtudy Law, that thereby they might be rich ; and ha- 
ving learned the Art to uſethe {ilver hook they becawe great: 
the parents nor the childe conitler not at all the tyranny of the 
rice of that cuſtome. | 

And thus as a childe is bound to a malter to learn his trade, 
and to bea Free man of that place in which he hath ſerved the 
time of his Indenture; ſo the Lawyers through the unjalinefle 
of their cu{:ome, ſerved a time to come to be a Lawyer , whoſe 
firit rice was from the will J a Tyrant. 

The originall of a fſervaſht lerving a time to a maſter is to 
learn a trade,that ſo he may makethe benetic of his ware : even | 
ſo the rice of a man being a Lawyer,is that he may ſcll the Law 
to his chapmen (otherwite called Clyanis) fo that the Law is 
bought and fold by the Lawyer and the Clyantr. 

Surely if this werelooked into with an eye of reaſon,it wovld 


- appear to be as unjuli, (namely, the praftiſe of Lawyers to in- 


groce the Law into their own hands to make merchandize © | 
it) as the monopo!jzing Pattentecs. 

The ſecond quere that may be mage, is how the Lawyers ay 
pearto be bondages to the Commoners of England. 

I anſwer inthis, that if any one ſeek tor the benefit of the 
Law, he mult fee his Lawyer, or elſe he mult loole his right : 50 
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that as in the time of Chriſt, the Jews could not have the bene- 
fic of their Law but by the Remane governors, and that appears 
about thecryall and condemning of Chritt, they mutt lead him 
away toP:lutethat henight condemne him, for they could noc 
of themſelves without Plate : Even fo the Commoners of Eny- 
lnd cannot have the benefic of the Law, bur by fecing the N.-- 
mane cultome-upholders. 

Another quere may be made. But how ſhould any man come 
by that which is his own, but by the Lawyers ? 

TothisIanfwer, Thatit is the Law, not the Lawyers, that 
gives any man his right; and if there were no Lawyers,yer per= 
ſons might come by their own by Law. For I reaſon thus. That 
the Lawyers themſelves ought to plead according to Law, and 
chen if it beſo, ic mutt be conſidered, that the ground of the 
Lawyers plea ought not to be from themle!ves, but from the 
Law, and ſo conſequently ic mult tollow, chat the Lawyers 
themſelves are in no other place but to get away money from 
the Clyant;who might,it things were equally cartied, come by 
his right without them. ; | 

In the Hittory of the Lives of the three Normane Kings of Eng- 
land, in pa. 98. ſaith chus : Thar V7lizmthe Conquerer ordain-= 
ed alſo his Councell of State, his Chancery, his Exchequer, his 
Courts of Juſtice, which alway removed with his Coarc : theſe 
places he furniſhed with Officers, and afſigned foure Termes in 
the yeer, forthe determining ot controverties among the peo- 
ple; whereas before all Sui:s were ſummarily heaid and. deter» 
mined in the gemote or monthly Convention,iu every hundred 
without formalities or delay. 

It it be looked upon in the Courts of Chancery and Exche- 
quer, the Officers that are in thoſe Courts are ſuch as ttand by 
the Normane cuttomes ; and that appears in their cuſtomes of 
pleading Cauſes tor money, making merchandize of the Law, 
and ſoconſequently of other Courts of Law ; the benchit of ma-« 
king merchandize of the Law is onelyin the hands ct Judges, 
Councellers, aud Lawyers And further, that the Commone: s 
of Eng/and may be kepr in ignoranse from knowing the Liw, 
that they may liveunder,and arejudged by,a}l Writs arc iflued 
forth in Latin, and Cauics pleaded in Latiy, 
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- Theſecond thing that preſents ir ſelf unto confideration, is 
the foure Termes in the yeer, toend controverſies among the 
people; and the cuſtome of this is a great bondage tothe Com- 
moner when he hath occaſion to go for Law : and the bondage 
conlifts inthree things. f | 

Firſt, the coming from all parts of the Kingdom to Weſtmin- 
fter foure times a yeer, whereby the poore Commoner is put to 
great charges and pains,to get all things ready for his journey, 
and many times are conltrained co borrow money ro bear their 
charges, the Journey being long, and chargeable; and for the 
experience of them that have had co come upon ſuch deſignes 
to Weſtminſter from all parts of the Kingdom, teſtifie by the fil- 
ling of thicir purſes at home.and their emptying of them by tlie 
way, and at London and Wiitminſter. 

Secondly,this is not a{l: che laying out,and ſpending of their 
money in the long journeys from all parts of the Kingdom to 
Weftminfter; but when they come thirher,there are Lawycrs and 
Councellors to fee, which is many times as mach and more 
twicetold, then the clyants expences in his journey. Thus hath 


_ theNormanecuſiomes brought heavie burdens upon us, and up- 


on our fore-fathers in this thing : ſo that well may that peech 
of Chrift which he ſpake tothe Lawyers in histime, bejuſtly 
applyed to the Lawyers in our time : #7 u7to you alſo ye Lawyers, 
for ye ladde men with burdens grievous to be born. 

Thirdly, this is a bondage again in this ſence, by hindering 
theold cuſtome before the Conqueſt,(which was ) to have eve- 
ry mans Cauſetryed inthe Hundred where he lived , without 
coming to Weſtminſter at all , and fo had juſtice in the Hundred 
Onceevery m ES | 

From the things that have beenſpoxen;theſe things do offer 
themſelves to our conſideration, 

Firft, that for perlons ſo Judged by Laws in annnknown 
rongue, is an arbitrary power contrary to true reaſon, and ho- 
nelt plain dealing. 

Secondly,for Lawyers to have money for pleading of cauſes, 
is to make merchandize ofthe Law to the people. 

Tairdly, for theftanding and cuſtome of Lawyers, as now 
they are, isa repreſentative of ſlavery and bondage. 


Fourth= 
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Fourthly, for pleading of Cauſes in an unknown tongue, i3 
to take away the key of knowledge: Luk.11.52. from the people 
of their liberties, birth-rights, and Laws; and to keep them in 
blindneffe and ignorance. 

Fifcly, for comiag to Weſtminſter from all parts of the King- 
dom, is a ſpending of the Commoners money , looſing of his 
time, and neglef of juſtice done toche Commoner, as was in 
that ſhort time once eyery moneth in every Hundred before the 
Conquelt. A 

According unto that equall rule, As ye wouldthat men ſhould do 
#nto you, ſo do you unto them: for this u the Law and the P rephets; is the 
pratiſe of all Arbitrary power whatſoever condemned. And 
ſurely if ever there was an arbitrary power in any thing , it 
was, and js in this,to make Laws in. an unknown tongue to 
govern and rule a people. Je 

The unjultneſſe of this cuſtome may morefully appear, if we 
look into the manner of Gods giving of his Laws, unto the ſons 
and danghters of men; if it be looked into in what manner God 
 gavethe Law unto the children of Iſrael, it will appear to be 
given in that tongue they could underitand. Dext.30.11,12,13- 
Thus Law which 1command thee thus day, us not hid from thine eyes, nei= 
ther us it far cff. It 3s not in heaven, that thou ſbouldſt ſay, Who ſhall go 
#p for us into heaven, and bring jt unto w, and cauſe ws to hear it, that 
we may do it ? Neither t4 it beyond the Sea, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, Who 
ſhall go over the Sea for ws, and bring it unto #9, and cauſe 4 to hear it, 
that me may do it * But the word us very neer thee, cven in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart, to doit. | 

God deals thus with creatures in his giving of laws unto 
them ſo plainly in that tongue, and manner of way thar' is 
known unto them), that they cannot ſay, We havenot heard It, 
nor known it; but it is very neer them, in their mouthes and 
hearts todo it; ſo that they are left without excuſe. Roxz.1.20. 

Gods wayes areequall wayes; and therefore he ſo gave the 
Law unto the children of Ifrael, that they were not to know ic 
onely themſelves, which heard the Law delivered by the kand 
of Moſes, bat they wereto teach it unto their children, and to 
talk of them when they tarried at home, when they walked by 


the way, when they roſe up, when they lay down , andto put 
them 
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them as frontlets between theireyes, and ro write them-upon 
rhe poſts of their doores,and upon their gates, being publickly 
to be known, and declared unto all the Nation. ; 

Alſo this manner of: making Laws, or giving Command- 
ments to people in a known tongue. was praRiſed even by Hea- 
then : This appears in Eſther 8. 9. Then were the Kings ſcribes called 
at that time in the third moneth (that #9, the moneth Sivan) onthe three 
and twentieth day thereof, and it was written unto the Fes, and to the 


lievtenants, and the deputies and rulers of the Provinces which are from 


India #nto Ethinpia, an hundred twenty and ſeven Provinces, untoevery 
Province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their 
Language, and to the Fews according to their writing, and according to 
their language. So much equity was among the Heathen,thac in 
this thing they are our examples for us to follow their way, to 
makelaws according to the language of the people that are ro 
be gaided by them. | 

It isa figne and token of a diſobedient ſervant, that goeth 
about todo things contrary to the way and minde of his Ma- 
ſter: even ſois it a ſigne and token of the Governors of this Na- 
tion, that made laws in an unknown tongue, that the people of 
this land underſtand not; to bediſobedient ltewards unro God. 
They areagainſt the nature of God, and againſt the aings of 
God ; againſt his wayes by which he doth manitfeit himſelt un- 
tothe ſons and daughters of men in theſe things. | 

Firſt, Gods light, and in himthere is no darkneſſe at all. 1 Joh. 1.5. 
And whatſoever the dealings of God roward thecreatures are, 
they arelight,and make known to the creature the will of God, 
and how to know him. 

This is clear throughout all the Scripture, from Geneſes to the 
Revelation. David ſaith, Pſal. 119. 105. Thy word us a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my paths that is, the Law, the Command- 
ments of God was his rule that guided his ſteps. But when the 
Law that ſhould guide the Nation is in an ——_ tongue, Ic 
is neither lamp nor light for the peop!es paths. 

This may fully appear,that the wayes of God are light to en- 
lighten the people. God ſent his Son, whom he ſaich islight: in 
T/2.49.6.A lipht to lighten the Gentiles: Luk. 1.79.Lizht to themthat ſit 
in d rkneſſe: Joh. 9.5. The tight of the worid. Luk. 1. 77. To give knor- 

ledge 


at 
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ledge of ſalvation unto people for the remiſſion of ſins : That which 
makes Princes, Rulers and People to be like God, are works of 
light; of which, one is to make a known Law, in a known lan» 
guage, that the people might underiiand che Law: 

It is,one of the works of the devill, to blinde the eyes of the 
underitanding. 2 Cor. 4.4. and then conlider what, and whoſe 
woikitwas to put ir into the heart of //;!l;am the Conquerer 
to make Laws in an unknown tongue ; and who icis that lits in 
the hearts of the Judges, Lawyers and Councellors of this king» 
dome,who [till hold up the cuttome of trying the Caules of the 
_ people in an unknown tongue : I ſuppole ic mult be concluded 
| iis the devil), by theſe Reaſons. | 

Firſt, becauſe the works of the devill are works of darknefle, 
and notlight; che end ſhews the event. Now the work to. make 
Laws in an unknown tongue fur this Nation to be guided by, 
is 1 work of darknefle, for the effeCt of ic proves darknefſe, and 
ſo brings darknefſe, and keeps the people in darknefſe, and ſo 
conlequently is of the devil]. Do men gather graves of thorns , and 
figs of thiſtles ? by their fruits ye ſhall know them. Mach. 7.16. 

Secondly, the works ot the devil are deſtroying works; ther 
fore heis ſaid to be s 4 roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour: 
2 Pet. 5.8. Andas thedevil is ſaid robe as a roaring Lion , fo 
likewiſeare tyranous Princes compared to Lions. Prov. 28. 15. 
As arearing Lion, and a ranging Bear ;)o 1s a wicked Ruler over the 
poore people. So that both devill and cruell Princes arecompared 
both to onething: then it will follow, that thoſe Laws that are 
cruell, and hard yokes for the peopleto bear, are the works of 
the devill in all ſuch rulers. 

Now it this thing be examined, namely, the Law in an un- 
known tongue, Iam bold to ſay, that it will be found to be one 
of the greateit deltruftives to the well-being and freedome of 
the people, as ever was heard.ot in any Nacion. For, 

Firlt, thoſe people that are tree Commonersof Exzg/and have 
been by that blinded, and their eyes cloted, that they have not 
ſeen their priviledge in their tree birth-rights. 

Secondly, they have been conſtrained ro come from all parts 
of the Kingdom to Weſtminſter, and there commic the pleading 
and cenſure of their Cauſes to liich men as made merchandite 
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of the Law, and their Cauſes as they pleaſed. 

Thirdly, they have been kept, ic may be, ſome 2, 3, 4,or5. 
yeers in Law, whereby the Normane cuſtome-upholders have 
greatly inriched: themſelves, by removing the Suit out of one 
Court into another,that many times it fals out thac the Lawyer 
isenriched, but the Clyant undone. Experience proves this to 
be a trath. — | 
Again, if this gs well conſidered, namely, the Law in 
an unknown'tongue, it is right oppoſite'to the way of God. 

- Firſt, in the giving of his Son to be ſalvation to the ends of 
the earth, Iſa. 49. To open the blinde eyes, this was Chriſts 


- work ; but the Law in an unknown congue doth: not open the 


blinde eyes, but choſe thatare blindeit keeps ſtil in blindnefſe: 
fo in thisit is oppoſite toChriſts work. 
Secondly;Chriftwa# ſent to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
Tfa. 61. T. Butthe Law in an unknown tongue proclaims no li- 
rty, no glad'tydings, no freedome to the oppreffed ; bat de- 
clares curſe, boridape, and wo. Demt. 28. 49,50, 51,52. fer.5, 
I5,16,1 , © F3&4.; 22am . ki : : 
* One of che priviledges that God promiſes to his people, 1/a. 
33. 1'9. is, Then ſpelt not "ſee a fierce peopley, a people of a deeper ſpeech 
then tho canſt perceive; of a ridiculous or ſtanemering tongue, that thou 
canſt not nnderftand. So that iris liberty and freed>m to be under 
a Law that the people can underſtand. Norhing makes the go- 
vernment of Englandtobe likethe Church of Rome ſo much as 
this, to lJeade and geyern people in antmknown tongue. For as 
che Papiſts keep the people in ignorance concerning their ſpiri- 
tall eſtate, by anunknown tongue :even fo the Judges , Law- 
yers, and Conncellers kecp the people of Erg/and in ignorance 
in their civill or temporal] eſtate, by an unknown tongue. 
Further, the Law in an unknown tongue is both againſt the 


way and end that God gave the Law unto the children of Iſrae!, | 


if we conſider the way it was in that tongue they underſtood, 
Dewt 30. To that it is oppoſite, and ic is oppoſite alſo to the end, 
which was, firſt. that ir ſhonald be in all their mouthes & hearts, 
that they might continually talk of chem. 2ly, that they might 
reach their children. 31y, that it might be written upon che 
poſts of their houſes, and vpcn thelr gates. 


Firlt 
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Firſt, it is oppoſite that the Law ſhould be in all the peoples 

mouthes ; for it is that ic ſhould be in ſome of the peoples 
mouthes, namely, Judges,Councellors, Lawyers,they onely are 
to know the Law, and noother by this cuſtome. 
_ Secondly, the Law was given to this end , that the children 
might know it, but the Law in the unknown tongue tothecon- 
trary-. For whereas the childrenof Iſrac} was toteach the Law 
unto their children; by this Law in an unknown tongue the pa» 
rents of the Engliſh children, are conltrained to ask counſel of 
the Lawyers: and (o in this it is direQly oppoſite. . 

Thirdly, the Law was to write upon. polts, and gates, that 
therby the people might know the Law generally,being known 
ſo open'y. But the Law in an anknown tongue,cauſceh the Law 
to be kept and ſhewed onely at Weſtminſter, the Inns of Courr, 


and Univerſities, and Judges,Councellors,and Lawyers Cham- 


bers. Thus far to ſhew the tyranny of the Law iu an unknown 
tongue over the people of England. 
| Theſecond thingchat preſents ie ſelf to our conſideration, is 
recorded in the Hiliory of the Lives of the three Normane Kings 
of England, in pag. 99. that.in all thoſe lands that Fl;am the 
Conquerer gave toany man, he reſerved dominion in chief to 
himſelf;for acknowledgement whereof a yeerly rent was payed 
unto him, and alſo a Fine whenſoever the tenement did alien 
or dye; theſe were bound asclyants untohim by oath of fide- 
licie and homage : and if any dyed his heir being in mineritie, 
the King received the profits of the land , and had the cuftodie 
and diſpoſing of the heirs body untill his age of 21. yeers. 

Theſe words declare unto us two great bondages chat have 
been in England; the one is thrown down. by this Honourable 
Court of Parliament, called, The Comre of Fards ; the other bon» 
dageremainerh ftill untaken away: Of that I intend ſomewhat 
to fpcak. 

The bondage being looked upon with a fingle eye, will ap- 


"WU pear to be great two wayes. Firit,in the greatnes of ic in extent, 


Secondly, in the heavineſle of icupon the poore man. 
Firit, for the greatnefle of the extent of ic, and thatis over 
every one dwelling in a Town; except the Lords of the Mannor 


who is the yoke-malter, and nor a ſufferer under the yoke. 
C 2 The 
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'Fhe heavineſſe of it appears in theſe two things, Firſt, when 
a man hath bonght a piece of Copyhold-!and fo called, when 
he hath-payed for his Copyhold-!and of the owner thereof}, yer 
notwwithitanding muſt pay a Fine-to the Enrd of the Mannor,or 
elſchecannor enjoy it. Fhis is a moſt grievous oppreſhon upon 
thepeople. | 

Secondly, whenthe party eicher Jeaverh his Eiving, then an- 
Other Fine is to-be payed; and alſo when the party dycth, then 
a Harriot,ſfocalled, isco be payed again. 

Thofe who are Countreymen,and deal in Farmes and Land, 
Iſappoſe canteltifiethis by wofull experience; and therefore | 
leave this-to-cheir conſideration: onely I ſhall ſhew how the 
Lord complaineth of ſuch things in Scripture. 

This oppreffion doth reach the poore widows that hath loſt 
their busbands, and #s'1cfc poore, comfortlefle and needie, their 
fay:their upho!der.is dead,and yet notwichſtanding mult looſe 
the beſt govds they have for an Harriot to the Lord of che Man- 
nor: This or fach like kinde of oppreſhion Fob ſpake of, Fob 24.5. 
they rake apledye of the poore. And Jfa. 10.2. turn aftde the needie from 
Judgement,and take away the right of the poore of my people that widow: 
may be their prey, andth i they may rob the fatherlefſe: What greater 
wrong can bedoneto any, then totaketheir goods,that which 
is properly the parties own ? | | 

- Among the children of Iſrael was found ſach like grievous 
oppreſſion: Fer: 5. 26;27, 28. For ameng my people are found wicked 
men : they lay wait a be that fetteth ſnares, they ſet a trap,they catch men. 
As a cages fu'l of birds, fo are their hauſes full of deceit : therefure they 
are become great, and waxen rich. They are wwaxen fat, they ſpine , they 
overpaſſe the deeds of the wicked, The ſnares that are ſer by Rulers 
to catch the people,are thoſe grievous Laws that are like ſnares, 
that the people by this means are brought into great bondage 
and flavery,under cruell maſters. As witnefſe when a man hath 
bought a piece of land before he can enjoy:it,he mutt pay a Fine 
tothe Lord of the Mannor z and if he come not into take it up 
in the Court, he then forfeits-his land. | 

What righteouſnes is in ſuch a law or cuſome;, L-finde very 
lictle or none at all ; bur againſt righteouſnes, juſtnes and e£qui- 
tic, to praQtiſe ſuch arbitrary tyrannous cuſtomes, grieyous tcr 
the people to bear. Now 


i 


Now hen it is not to belooked upon , whether ic bs nt right to 
pay Fines or Harrjots tothe Lord of the Mannor, according.tothag 
Law or cuſtome that is now in E2g/a2d tor that ; urpiuſc;bu is ought 
to be knoxn whether that Law that demyandeih {uch unratonable 
things, as Fines and Harriots tothe Lord of the Mannor, be accor- 
ding to the rule of equitie. And chen i ſupple that it that be the 

xerc, it will be anſwered, that fuch a Law is not according to the 
a of equity: for cheſe Reaſons. | 

Firlt, chat Law that tendeth onely co that end to inflaye the peo- 
ple in bondage under heavie burthens, cannot be concluded to be 
according to the Law of equicie: for God ſaich that rhis pleaſerth 
him- I/z. 55. 6.T- loſe the bands of wickedneſſe, ta wndo the beavy burdens, 
t0 let the oppreſſed gr free, and that ye break every. zoke So that in this,obe- 
dience is better then ſacrifice. For what doth it avail the people to 
have Faſts ſec up, and Humiliations obſerved by the great ones of 
the land,ind have not their burdens and yokes taken off from them? 


_ Secondly, that Law that tendeth (rothisend)ro oppreſle the wi- | 


dow and the fatherlefſe, cannot be concluded to be according, to the 
Law of cquitie. God ſaith exprefly in Exod..22.22. Te ſball.n:t afflilt 
any widow or fatherleſſe childe. And in Zzch.7.10.Godtels them thar. 

they ſhould not opprefle the fatherles nor the widow. This was thas 

which God alwayes exhorts the people unto by che mouthes of che 

Prophets: Zxh.7. 7. Tſa.58:6. Ija 1.17. Then if it beconſidered,that 
the widows are not to be opprelt, the Law of caking, of Harriots of 
widows muſt be concluded to be Arbitrary power: over the poore 

people. Thus far to ſhew the arbitrarinefle of Fines,and Rents, and 

Harriots that are payed to the Lord of the Mannor, 

I ſhall apply my felf ro-give an Exhortitionto the Commoners of 
England, that they may ſee the great works of God, that the Lord 
hath ſhewed from time to time unto this Nation fince theſe troubles 
began, that they might havethear in theic remembrance. 


The Exbortation. 


( and great things hath the Lord the great Jehovah ſhe» 
ed unto this Nation fince theſe troubles began;and it well.cor- 
fidered, they are the dealings of mercy toward us, even thoughts of 
love, and of peace and good will, If we conlider the knowledge of 


our bondages that are now brought tolight, that have of long time 
milaved 
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in{laved this Nation for almoſt fix hundred yeers,that were brought 
upon us by Conqueſt, and from the wills of tyrants over the people, 
as the Law in an unknown tongue,the ſtanding of the Societie of the 
Lawyers, the pleading of Caules in an unknown tongue in Weſt 
minſter-Hall, the foure Termes in the yeer, the feeing of Lawyers, 
the being kept ignorant from knowing the Law , and their birth- 
rights, the bondage of Rents,and Fines,and Harriots to the Lord of 
the Mannor, the burden of Tyches : all theſe things have, and are 
looked into to be tyrannons tothe Nation. And although the Land 
hath ſuffered much fince theſe wars began , yet wars could not be 
avoided, but they muſt needs be. For as the bondages of this Nacion 
came in by the Sword, even ſo by the Sword the liberties thereof 
muſt be gained: and that will appear, becauſe the Rulers of this land 
having brought the people into bondage,there was no way for theic 
greatneſſe to fall,but by the Sword. This way in the eyes of God was 
good,and the Sword hath prevented thoſe aftings of oppreſſion even , 
in the ſame members themſelves ; if wedobut minde ir, as laſt Sam- 
mer, when they made an Ordinance for to perſecute men for con- 
ſcience, then preſently after was the rifing in Kent, and Effex; alſo 
when they would have brought home the King upon his termes, by 
a Treaty, they were diſappointed in thar alſo. By theſe aQings of 
God it is evident, that he will deſtroy thoſe things that are of 'the 
fleſh in Noblemen, to hinder them in the gentry, to hinder them in 
others, to hinder them that he onely may be exalted. 

Oh therefore look upon the work of God,rather then to look np- 
on men according todignities ; For as dignities are of the earth, fo 


+ they muſtbe brought lowe, even to the ground : So that men ſhall 


not be looked upon as in reference to dignities,but their a&ings ſhal 
be looked upon, whether they be good or evill, and ſo accordingly 
judged. Therefore now in this time of ſearching, let every one en- 
devour to know thoſe things that are freedom and liberty, free from 
arbitrarinefſe and ungodlineſle, that ny may know that which is 
profitable toall the Commonaltie of the Kirgdom, things good and 
who!ſome toall the people of the Kingdom. 

The end of my writing this Diſcourſe, is, firſt to give the Com- 
moners of England knowledge, from whom the bondages that have 
in{laved the Nation procceded. 

Secundly,that the Commoners of England may fee how clear theſe 
bondages 
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bondages areagainſt God,againſt his way,and againſt freedom and 
liberty. - 

Thirdly, that the Commoners of Eng/2nd ſeeing of the unjaſtneſſe 
of ſuch cuſtomes, may look for cuſtomes of liberty and freedome, 
which is the defire of a Commoner of England. 

For the further ſatisfa@ion of thoſe that ſhall read and meditate 
upon this foregoing diſcourſe, I ſhall quote ſome Scriptures thar 
ſpeaks againſt the wayes of men, that make, follow, and uphold the 
cuſtomes before mentioned, that they are againſt the minde of God, 
as he hath declared in word ; and alſo threatneth puniſhments unto 
thoſe that praiſe them. 


The unknown tongue for a peeple to be goterned nuder, i a 
curſe tothe Nation, and not profitable. 


Dent. 28. 49,50,5 1. The Lord ſhall bring a nation againſt thee from far, 
@ nation whoſe tongue thou ſhalt not underſtand. Jer. 5. 15. Lo, I will lring 2 
nation upon you, it 1 a nation whoſe language thou knowel@ not,neither under- 
Pendeft what they ſay. 1 Cor. I 4.4. He that fpeaketh in an unknown tongue, 
edifieth himſelf.” 6. Now brethren, if T come unto you ſpeaking with tongues, 
what ſball I profit you, except T ſhall ſpeak unto you cither by revelation, or by 


knowledge, or by propheſying, or by d, Grine. 7. And even things without life: . 


. giving ſound, whether pipe or harp,except they give a diſtinGion inthe ſuunds, 

how fball it be known what is piped or harped ? >. For if the trumpet give an 
mcertain ſound, whe ſpall prepare himſelf to the batte!! ? $0 likewiſe you, 
except ye utter by the tengue words eaſie to be underſtood, how ſhall it be known 
what us ſpoken? for ye ſpeak in the air. 10. There are, it may be, ſo many kinds 
of voices in the world, and none of them are without ſignification. 11 There- 
fore if T know not the meaning of ihe voice, T ſhall be unto him that ſpeaketh, 


a Barbarian, and be ſhall be a Birbarian to me. 


Againſt gifts or unreaſonable Fees, that Lawyers and others take 
of the Clyant w'erely many times there # negleft of [uſlice. 


Exod. 23. 8. Andthoufhalt take no gift, for the gift blindeth the eyes 
and perverteth the words of righteouſnes. Deut. 10.19. Ifa.1.23.Thy Princes 
are rebellious, and companions of theeves: every one !2veth gifts, and followeth 
after rewards. Micah 3.11. The heads thereof 3:14ge for reward, the prieſt: 
thereof teach for Hire, the prophets thereof divine for money. 


Apainſt 


. A: Proſppjne 6 lafje fer Erglonds, 
Azainſt uppriſſms bythe Lord of Mannors ia. toking 
Ie 4 - | of Fines, 4 
They couet Peels, and take then by force ; and houſes, ar 41:he them ay.y: 
"fo they oppreſſe a man and his houſes even a'man and bi family. Amos 4. I, 
Hear ye thas word, ye-kine of Baſhan, that are in the muntain of $ amaria, 
which oppreſſe the poareg mphieb cruſh the needie "Amos 8.4. He*r je this, O Ye 
that ſroallory up the needie; even to make the pore of the Iandto fail. ©. 
_* Exhortations to amend. | 
Jer: 18. 11. Retrrn ye now every one-frombis evill, and make your wayes 
and your doings good. Tack. 1. 4. Tun je fromyont evill-wayes, | and from 
Jour evill works, Ifa.1.17, Learnzo do wel L, relieve the oppreſſed, judge thc 
fatherleſſe, plead for the widow. © oo II 
© +..." Bleſſezgs promiſea: upon amememeyt... 
If ye oppieſſe not theſtrangergtbe fatherleſſe. and the widow, and ſhed no in- 
.nocent blood: if ye througily amend your, wayes, and your doings;if ye through- 
ly exeente judgement betweerca man and hu neighbour, then will T cauſe you to 
dwell inthe land that I gawe toyou. Jer. 7.546 ,7. When 1 ſay unto the wicked, 
Thou ſbalt. ſurely dye, it be turn from bis fin; and dv that which # lawful and 
right. ; If the wicked reſtore tbepledge, give agamn that be had robbed, walk in 
the ſtatutes of life; be ſak ſurely tive, be ſpall not dye. Ezek.33. 14,15. 
| -P auiflynents threatned to them that do «unjuſtly after 
OR 44 ddamonition. | 
:\. Prcov..29. 1. He that being often reproved, hardneth his neck » ſnall ſ#u1- 
denly te deſtroyed, and that without remedie. Prov. 1. 30,31. They hated 
knowledge, and did n6t chooſe the fear of the Lord, they would have none of my 
counſel: they deſpiſed all my reproof, Therefore ſhall they ext. of the fruit of 
their own ways and be filled with their own devices. 
.. Thereaſon why I quitetheſe Scriptures is, :hat all. qpprefiors of 


Ge what ſort\ſoever may {ec,thar God abhorceth all .mannex;of arbi- 


trary power and cruelty;And if we lookintothe Scriptures, we may . 
*c howthe Lord from time to time hath bronghrjudgements-uþon 
ther. Iconclude with thatin Aficah 6.3. He hath ſhewel thee, O man, 
what is go8d ; and what d»th the Lirdrequire of thee, batt to du" juſtly, to love 
mercy, and to walfhumbly with thy God. + | 


5 FINIS: 


